
 

 

 

 

 

It is an honour for me to present the Commonwealth Statement in my capacity as the 

Chair of the 2018 Commonwealth Health Ministers Meeting, which was held in Geneva on 

20th May 2018. 

The theme of the meeting was ‘Enhancing the global fight against NCDs; raising awareness, 

mobilising resources and ensuring accessibility to Universal Health Coverage’, which 

resonates with the focus and content of this year’s World Health Assembly. 

Commonwealth Ministers underscored the commitment made at the 2018 Commonwealth 

Heads of Government Meeting towards the achievement of the health-related goals of the 

2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development, primarily SDG 3, and the values and principles of 

the Commonwealth Charter, particularly in promoting access to affordable health care, 

removing wide disparities and addressing unequal living standards. We agreed to build on 

the Heads of Government’s recognition of the serious public health challenges of 

communicable and non-communicable diseases (NCDs), including mental health challenges, 

and their significant socio-economic impact on individuals and families, requiring increased 

national health expenditure throughout the Commonwealth. 

Reiterating the Commonwealth Heads of Government’s continued support for the work of 

the World Health Organization, Ministers acknowledged the alignment between the 

Commonwealth and WHO priorities, particularly the focus on accelerating Universal Health 

Coverage (UHC), achieving access to quality eye care services, including eliminating blinding 

Trachoma by 2020 and halving the burden of Malaria by 2023, climate change and health 

and the vulnerability of Small Island Developing States (SIDS). We welcomed plans to 

harmonise GBV programmes across the Commonwealth, to develop a Toolkit and scorecards 

to monitor progress, as well as plans to ensure young girls have access to HPV vaccine and 

Small States have access to affordable vaccines, including HPV. We noted the need to take 

a multi-dimensional approach to addressing GBV, noting the link between alcohol and drug 

abuse as important drivers of Gender-based violence. 

Nearly 400 million individuals in the in the Commonwealth currently grapple with at least 

one NCD, with the highest prevalence among SIDS. In 2015 alone, NCDs accounted for over 

10 million deaths across the Commonwealth, with more than 7 million of these due to the 

leading causes: cardiovascular diseases, cancers, respiratory disease and diabetes. We 

therefore noted various policy options including: 100% smoke free public spaces in the 

Commonwealth, 20% tax on sugar sweetened beverages as well as the options to establish 

one-stop centres for GBV of in Commonwealth countries. 

We noted with concern the inadequate funding and lack of a coordinated approach for 

addressing NCDs, and reiterated the urgent need for sustainable financing of UHC, which 

would enable countries to address this global challenge. We therefore acknowledged the 

need for high level political commitment, increased public spending, national health 

financing plans, innovative health financing strategies, increasing the fiscal space for 



 
 

health, strengthening coordination of external financing, eliminating user fees, as well as 

development of tools to assist member countries implement these plans and strategies. 

We noted the importance of cross-sectoral partnerships, as well as the advantage of 

leveraging the Commonwealth family to enhance collaboration, innovation, and monitoring 

of progress and evaluation of impact.  

The theme for the 2019 Commonwealth Health Ministers Meeting is: “Universal Health 

Coverage: Reaching the unreached, ensuring no one is left behind”. 

I invite member countries to view the full ministerial statement that is available on the 

Commonwealth Secretariat Website. 

 


